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GrorrP He€l$ lnsmlrce Program

Comrrronrreelth of the llorthern ttllerlana lrlands
Mer* A Aguofl, Administrator

1o Hmr, Honore[le LorErE t DeLor e|erEro tHhfi.nt Frnd 8rffirg; br fh|q Cspittl Hi;

P.(r sn 5tn2{7 Cr, s-irt, w 96$+ffi+7
Tt{" flc {6101 3fr-3Str14 Fu flo. {5'rS 66{'803ft srnrd:

PUBTIC HONCE OF ilERGEIICY Nf,GUI'.AtrOIIs

WHICH ARE AMENDMENTSTOTHE RUTES Al{D REGUTATIONS OFTHE

GROUP HEATTH II{SURANCE PROGRAM

IITTEIII'EI' ACTIOil TO ATX}Ff THEIIE PNOFOSED RUI..ES AIID RE6IILATIOH$: ThC BOATd Of

Trustees of the Northern Mariana lstands Retlrement Fund {"t{MlRF"}, Commomueahh of fte
Northem Marlana lslands, lmends to edopt as pennaneflt rules and regulat'rons the attached

emergengy amendments to the Rules and Regulettons Gorreming the Group Heahh Insurance

program, pursuent to the procedures of the Administrative Pmcedure Act, 1 CMC S

s1o4{a}t1}and (2}.

AUTHORITY: The Board of Trustees {'Boand*) of the llorthem Mariana lslands Retirement

Fund (*Retirement Funf) has stattrtory power to promulgate and effect the Ct{Ml Gmup

Health and tjfie Insuranoe Rules and Regulations {Plan Descrlpt'ron} punsuant to 1 CMC 9 #2+
27. ke also NMIAC S 11tr30.1-!+01.

THE TFRltlS AflD $UBSfAilCe The Program is undenrritten exdusively by the CilMl
Goremment to provide an affiordable heahfi insurance plan for the beneflt of CNMI

government empbpes. The Pmgram is designed to be self sufftcient, and therefore, must

establlsh rates sufficient to pay for adminisffiion of the Program and particularly dalms
incurred by Enrullees in the Plan.

The Board finds that, pursuant to $ 9104{b}, the public interest and irnminent p€rilto the publk
wetfure require$ the adoption, on en emergency basis, of amendmenG to the Rules and
Regulations Governing the Group Heahft 

- 
Insurance Progrem, es publistred in the

Commonyveahh Register, Volume 28, Number ffi, dated Augrrst 2+ ZO(F, end as amended and

adopted as publlslred in the Gommonweahh Register Vdume 29, Nurnber 07, dated July 18,

20O7 and Volume 29, Number 08, dat€d August L7,2ffi7 {efuh/e August 21,2ffi74,
respectively; and as further amended and adopted es published In the Commonwealth Register

Volume 29, l{umber lL d*ed f{ovember l!1, 2m7 and Volr.me 29, Number 12, dated

December 18, ?m7 (ettrective December 2F,,2ffi71, resPectively.

The Board further finds that the publk interest and thb imminent peril to the pnblk uvelfare

mandfies adoption of these amendments to the Rules and Regulations Governing the Group

Health Insurance Program upon fewerthan thifi (30) deys nothe, and that tlrcse amendments
shall hecome effestfue 'mmediately after ftling urtft dre Commorrrrealth Register, suhffi to the
appronal of the Attorney General and the conflrffence of the Gouernor and shall remain

efhctive for a period of 120 days, unless $(xrner adopted as perrnanent regulatlrns.

THE $lrBlECISAilD l$$t ES ll$lOL\lEIl: These rules and regulations:



t. Address the renerral of Aetna Global B€nefiB as the Canier af $e Fully Insured Heal$t

Program, of whldr e{Teqtive date is November L 2m9. Open Enrollment Pefiod k scheduled

also frorrt November 1, 2(m througilr November 30, 20ffi' Nevertheless' the normal Hotice and

C-omment period for promulgation of reguladons b unavailable, as the earliest possibh

regulatory adoptlon muld be November 15, fm7-fully 15 days following the requisite

im-plementation of the renevyed Fully Insured Prcgram, and ds|rs tte health, safiety, and welfare

of thousands of members at risk for heing pstentlelly uninsured during that 15 day per.rod- This

-wlndow of uninsurable risk' will dissipate upon promulgation of these Emergency

Regulations. 46dit'onal soncems arethe consistmt mounting of heatth titre costs$rhidl would

normelty arise during the requisite period of Ume incumbent with the normal Hotioe and

Comment period for promulgat'pn of regrlations. Along with this renwf,l, a csrcomitant

inmease in Premium+ as nrell as Enhanced Medhal f-overage, under the Fulty Insured Program

erises, the Board of Trustees being aware ftat ft'rs emergency Hdsts, ects immediately to

addressthe situatlon.

I. Recognizethat failure to immediatety implementthese Rules and ftegulafions will result

in:

r Medicel Providers denying enrolleestreatrnent and neaessary prescript'lon drugs;

r Confusion to enrollees regarding premiurns;

r Gonfusion in accounting of govemment agendes and entfties rqardhg the
amountsto be deducted foremployee premiums;

r Confusion in accountabiliry of government agencies and entities regarding the
enrollment procedures of eristing and new enrollees;

r Dupllcation of effofts SrouH the Rules and Regrrlat'rons be imphmented at a
later date, resuhing in additional costs and flwttrr ffifimlfun of flE frfrgfu
ftrlrtuI crlrtfrttun oI ilE Froglwtt and rftk oI ftcrrpadlHW trr rrilnoffin hy
Cnffi,

r Enmllees risking the lnabllfi to receive the proper end necessary medical

treatment for nrlridr the Program vttas deslgned to provlde; and
r Potential Uability for the ProHram and Government for failing to att.

3. lmplement Revised Medlcal Covemge (HMIAC S 11G30.1-305), Revised Premium Rates

(HMIAC S 11().3O.1-S7O), and the renenred Admlnlstration of the Gmup Health Insurance

Program by Aetna Global Benefin as a Fully lrrsured Heahh Program.

4. The adopt'lon of these emerBency amendments to tte Rules and Regulations Governing

the Gmup Health Insurance Program will efrucfrrse illtftml dlatrf,es to the Gmup Health

fnsurance Program, rrrfrial to ttre Wr oryrllflHu, and wtrt wl of he Ftvgmm, the publk
int€rest, and serne the best interests of the members and the publk.

COil{CURRETIT ADOPTKTI{ OF EIIERGETICY REEUllANOilS FOR ilIO DATT: ThE BOArd hAS

followed the procedures of l CMC S 9104{b} and (c} to adopt these Proposed Regulations on an

emergency basis fur 120 dep. The Governor slgned the emergency regulat'lons on 0..g . 3r: ,

2ffi9. The ernergency regulations are nsw in effert.



D|RECT|OTlffi FOR FruilG AIilD puBucAnot: These Proposed Rules and Reguletions shall be

pub|lshed|ntheGommonwealthReglster|nt|resect|ononprcpoaedandnew|yedopted
regulations {1cMc $ gloz(al(tl} and posted in convmlent places In the dvic center and in local

goiemrnentoffices in eacfr $€riatorial district, bodr in Engfbh and in the principal vernacular' {1

cMc S ero+(aXll)-

TO pROvlDE cofulMEt{Ts; Send or deliver your comments to Marlt A. Aguon, Administrator,

Attn: propased Amendmena (Emeqlteffiy) to tfie Rules and Regulatfuts Gweming the Gmup

Health Insumnu gqram, at the abmre address, fot or emall addrcss, with the subiert line

'pmposed Amendments to Rules and RegUlations Governing Group Heahh Insurance Progfam"'

Carnments are due within 3o days from the date of publication of this notice. Please submh

yuur data, views or afguments. U CMC $ 9104(aX2)l'

These proposed Rules and Regulations were duly approrred and adopted by the Board of

Trustees on October 30th, 2(E-

Submitted by: r{r{,?

Received by:

Concurred by:

Filed and
Recorded by: /a,7e. oA

Date

pursuantto 1 CMC S zrs3(el (AG apprornl of regulations to be promulgated as to form) and I
CMC E 910+(aX3l (ohtain AG apprornl) the Proposed Rules and Re8ulations aneded hereto

have been reviewed and approved as to form and legal sufficiency by the cNMl Attomey

General and shall be publislred, 1 CilliC $ 2153(fl {publication of rules and regulations}'

Dated this fi dey ol ot-{- 2009.

MARK A. AGUOH

M. SAH NICOIAS

EDWARD T.



ETERGEH T ANEiltrfEHTS TO THE RULES AT{D RBBTII.ATIO}IS
covgRil|ilGTHEGRt}l,P}Eal-*Tt||NsuRA't{SEPRoGRA'il

Amendner{s to ARIICIE lO- F.rtrmiums,$ecfion lO'15: tOrdrifed as IVildlAG $ f te
3O.1-8701

10.15. The Ghart bobrrJ detail+ the rnorilhly Conkfuirtitrns requircd fiom Subscribers

and tfie Gowmrnent, and tlre btal Premium, beginnlrB on the Efredits Data of

th'rs Ptan Docrrment, whicfi Efiective Date h W UsE4[+t+
ZoE. Beginnirg wrur ttre Plan Year that commences M

-n"*-e.ri..+nng, 
the Govemrnent Coilflhltion and btal Premium for each

@ shallbe asfollore (see next page)-

Unless determined o'trerwise hy aduarial study and recommerdation, flls
Gorrernrnent Contibuflon to Prcmium sfiall Incrsam W

to ffiY oer,cont tqTI etrective at the

beginnfib of tF Flan Year, commencttto ltownUer t. fS0q wig+$e fittt

eentiruis anmralhr uiltil sH€h f,me lh€ Esvemm6nfs GenribHHen i€ €qHf,l b flre
ffiie* fh goverFment shall oav nC subsidr+d

ffiGovemmcff nan- Ttre ksuetffi of a Reflre-$t for

-propoeae 

witt * tne euliec+ of an an
m niru ouartpr of.ea* ntca Yc*.
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Entollem' premium rat6e may \rary ftom tirne b time. In the event an ltrcraaso in
premiums is necesfiary, the Board of Trusfiees sf the NMI Rditetrent Fund will
pmmulgate this increase in the Commornrlwlh Reglster pursuant h the Admhtstrative
Procedures Actt


